
Beloved friends, the 
church looked so re-
markably beautiful this 
year; so beautiful, in fact, 
that my father-in-law 
wanted to know if we had 
a professional landscape 
designer plan the church 
grounds.  The beauty of 
the outside is an inner 
reflection of the spirit of 
Christ that dwells so lov-
ingly among us.  Septem-
ber is an opportunity for 
us, as a community of 
faith, to return to the 
rhythms of our life as a 
church family.   

BIBLE STUDY: 

Adult Bible Study will 
begin on Sunday, Septem-
ber 19th at 9:20 a.m. in 
the parish hall.  We will 
be using the adult-based 
lectionary Bible Study 
booklets from Living the 
Good News.  So, each 
week we will be discuss-
ing the biblical readings 
for that Sunday.  The dis-
cussions we have are of-
ten insightful, and I per-

sonally always leave filled 
with gratitude for having 
been part of the study.  
There is a $5.00 cost for 
materials, and the books 
will be available  a week 
prior on Sunday, Sep-
tember 12th.  

WEDNESDAY AF-
TERNOON EUCHA-
RIST AND TEA: 

To hit the ground run-
ning, we will meet three 
Wednesdays in a row:  
September 15, 22 and 
29.  We will continue 
with the beautiful and 
thoughtful book, 
“Invitation to the Clas-
sics:  A Guide to the 
Books You’ve Always 
Wanted to Read,” Edited 
by Louise Cowan and 
Os Guinness.  This book 
can be ordered through 
Amazon.com or Barnes 
& Noble.  We will begin 
on page 77 with early 
Christian writers.  We 
will also enjoy some of 
the finest tea in the 
world, including a first-

grade China 
Keemun 
and an or-
ganic, flow-
ery orange 
pekoe, also 

from China.  The Eucha-
rist begins at 2:00 p.m. 
and the tea and discussion 
at 2:30.    

50TH ANNIVERSARY 
WINE TASTING 
EVENT: 

This event will be held at 
the Pitkin Center in 
Wethersfield on Saturday, 
September 25th at 7:30 
p.m.  Find a babysitter, if 
need be, and join your 
friends for a wonderful 
night of fellowship, laugh-
ter and education about 
some fine wines.  For a 
very reasonable cost of 
$20 per person, you will 
each receive a beautiful, 
commemorative St. An-
drew’s wine glass to enjoy 
selected wines that Scott 
Gstell has chosen.  Scott 
is the son of Cindy Ker-
shaw and has climbed  
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near the pinnacle of  the wine distribution industry.  The extensive menu of  hors d’oeuvres will be 
created by Robert Greenberg, professional chef  extraordinaire and husband of  long-time parish-
ioner Laura Greenberg.   

These are just some of  the events that will be occurring as our church gears up this late summer/
early fall.  I remember having a conversation with former Senior Warden Cal Vinal before he 
moved out of  the area.  He told me going to church at St. Andrew’s was fun.  I completely agreed 
with him.  Church here is fun.  We learn a lot, we are inspired and at times we are moved to tears, 
but we also are blessed with the joy of  the Lord, and when we leave Bible Study, the Eucharist and 
fellowship events, we leave more whole and filled with a peace that passeth all human understand-
ing.  Come and see. 

Love in Christ, 

 

Father Bill + 

 

Sunday School News 
 

There aired, a few years ago, a most creative television commercial for a local chain store in 
which the background music contained the lyrics, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year.”  As 
most of you probably know, the advertisement was for back-to-school supplies and heralded the 
first day of the school year as an almost magical day for parents everywhere.  I know that there 
will be quite a few sighs of relief when this day arrives, but I would suggest that with the end of 
summer and the beginning of yet another school year we approach the time when our children 
will begin not a new school year, but a new life away from us and the homes they grew up in.  
This leads me to think about how important it is to prepare them not only for their academic 
lives, but also for their spiritual lives.  When they are far away, and we’re not there to watch over 
and guide them, it will be a comfort to know that we laid a spiritual foundation for them to 
build on.  Wherever they are, God will be with them.   

Weekly attendance in Sunday School classes is an excellent way to begin laying this foundation, 
and I invite all children aged 3 years to 6th grade to join me on Sunday, September 12th, for our 
annual ice cream social.  Festivities will be held in the parish hall immediately following the 
10:30 worship service.  A few of our Sunday School teachers will be there to help register the 
children for classes, and I will be in the kitchen happily scooping ice cream.  Please stop by with 
any questions or ideas you may have for our upcoming school year.  I look forward to seeing you 
all! 

Blessings, 

Wendy Veinot, Sunday School Director + 



 

The Value of  a Penny 
 

 
 

If  I were to ask you what is the worth of  a penny you would most likely answer something like 
“Not much.” Indeed, most of  us realize that it costs the government more to make a penny than 
the coin is worth. As for why the government still makes pennies, I don’t know and am not inter-
ested in that at the moment. My guess is that, like many things, it is out of  force of  habit or be-
cause there is no law to stop the making of  pennies. 
 
Some spiritual persons may say that the penny has value because it reminds us that “In God we 
trust.” Yes, that is true. But to most of  us the penny may only have value if  it is collected with 
many others to total a much larger amount. And, even though that amount may mean very little to 
us, it could mean a lot when it is joined to others for a worthy cause.  
 
When I decided to write this, I went to the internet to find projects that children or adults have 
funded by using their collective pennies. It took me almost immediately to a website for “Pennies 
for Peace”, a project that educates American children about children of  other cultures and encour-
ages classes to save their pennies to promote education in countries like Pakistan and AAfghani-
stan, where a penny can buy a pencil. Its goal is to promote peace through education. 
 
The people of  Saint Andrew’s Church have the opportunity to participate in a different, yet similar 
and equally worthwhile program by contributing their pennies. It is called “Pennies from Heaven” 
and can also go a long way towards promoting peace in the world. Through it Saint Andrew’s sup-
ports a young girl named Betelehiem Girmay of  Ethiopia. But the container for the pennies that 
sits in church is often empty and the pennies come out of  only a few pockets. So, this is a re-
minder that perhaps you can mark your calendar to empty your pockets or coin jar of  pennies on 
a regular basis and bring them to Saint Andrew’s. You may also deposit coins or bills of  any de-
nomination or make out a check to The Church of  St. Andrew with “Pennies from Heaven” writ-
ten on the memo line and place it or them in the container. Perhaps one or more church groups 
could make an occasional collection for a service project so that it is truly a Saint Andrew’s funded 
program. How about it? Do you have any spare pennies to contribute? 
 

 



EWC Bake Sales 
 
The ECW  (Episcopal Church Women) has decided to go back to the old fashion Bake Sale to 
raise funds for outreach.  
  
The third Sunday of  each month will be designated as a Bake Sale Sunday.   The first Bake Sale 
will be September 19th to replenish the funds for the materials to make apple pies for the Pump-
kin Fest and other outreach needs that arise during the year. 
 
Bakers for the bake sales are greatly appreciated. 
  
We appreciate your support.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry Begins it’s 6th year! 
 
The ECW  The Prayer Shawl  Ministry was created by Vicki Galo and Janet Bristow after they 
graduated from the Women's Leadership Institute at the Hartford Seminary in 1998.  The gradu-
ates were encouraged to carry on the spirit of  the class through some kind of  project, hence, the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry was begun.  They began by knitting shawls for new mothers and women 
with breast cancer.  Soon the news of  the Shawl Ministry spread and shawls were being knit for 
other purposes, including birthdays, graduations, weddings, illness, or loss of  a family member.  
I heard about the Shawl Knitting Ministry from Susan Izard, a United Church of  Christ minister, 
who led a women's retreat that I attended in 2004.  She had co-authored a book " Knitting into 
The Mystery" and though I hadn't knit in many years and have minimal talent, I felt drawn to this 
ministry for women.  I started by knitting shawls for all the women in my family.  It created a 
bond connecting us to each other in a special way.  
In 2005 The Prayer Shawl Ministry began at the Church of  St Andrew the Apostle.  What a joy it 
has been to share our love for each other and other women through this ministry .... it is awe-
some....witnessing what God can do. 
Now that I have given you a history, you may feel compelled to join us.  We meet on the 3rd Tues-
day of  the month in the Well's room at 7 PM.  Our first meeting for this year is September 
14.  Please contact me with any questions. 
 
Jean Miller-Smith  860-563-6708 or jmsmith7473@yahoo.com     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



50th Anniversary Celebrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wine Tasting Saturday, September 25th  -  The 5oth Anniversary committee has once 
again put together a fun-filled event, to celebrate this special year. You are invited to attend and 
bring friends, to a Wine Tasting that also includes hors d oeuvres, coffee/tea, and desserts. There 
will be California and Australian wines to sample, foods to try, a presentation, trivia games, a door 
prize, and a raffle. Everyone who attends gets a commemorative wine glass to use and take home. 
  
Date and time………. . . . . . .Saturday, September 25th, 7;30pm-10pm 
Place……………………….The Pitkin Center, 
                                              30 Greenfield St. Wethersfield, Ct. 06109 
Price………………………..$20 per person. 
                                             Monies raised over and above costs will be put         
                                             Into a special Christian Outreach Fund. 
Presenter…………………. Scott Gstell, Fosters Wine Estates,   
                                             Market Director, NY.  
Caterer…………………… Bob Greenberg, Café on The Run 
  
Tickets are on sale now. If  you plan to buy them, but aren’t doing so immediately, put your name 
on the sign-up sheet or let Pam know at the office. You may purchase them after church on Sun-
day or get in touch with me. We need to have a count for the caterer the week before. Tickets will 
be available at the door also, but we think this event is going to be a popular night out for parish-
ioners and friends, so we may fill up the place fast! 
Oh, and we also thought it would be fun to have the event be a little dressy, a night out that’s 
maybe a notch above the usual dress….(no jeans please). Women especially love the chance to 
dress up! 
  
  
Cindy Kershaw, 50th Anniversary Committee 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 


